 (
Primary Consumers: Herbivores, or animals that eat only plants.
Secondary/ Tertiary/Apex Consumers 
Etc
  Omnivores
 and Carnivores
Omnivores eat meat and plants Carnivores eat only meat
)How is Leaf Litter Important to Food Webs?	Name: 	Date:  	
 (
Primary
Secondary/ Tertiary/Apex Consumers
Wooly Bear Caterpillar Monarch Caterpillar Bent line gray moth caterpillar
Mallard Duck
 Ruffed grous
e 
 
S
tar Nosed Mol
e
Deermouse
Black Bellied Salamanders 
 
 Fowler’s Toad
Eastern Box Turtle Ground Skink
Five Lined Skink
Bobcat
Long tailed 
W
easel
Red 
F
ox
)Directions: Research producers and consumers of North Carolina, or use the information provided, put one organism on each strip provided, cut when complete and staple them in loops, in order, making a food chain that connects into a circle. Then in the next phases you will work with others to connect the chains looking for other predator/prey relationships.
	Trophic Level
	Producers
	Consumers
	Decomposers

	Resources
	 Trees of NC
 Native Plants for your
 Backyard
	NC Insect Guide	Amphibians and Reptiles of NC
North Carolina Wildlife Resources	NC Birds from Audubon
	
Mold (fungus) Red earthworms Bacteria
Flies Beetles

	Some Examples from NC: All of which make up parts of the leaf litter.
	Oak tree leaves Acorns
Loblolly pine pinecones Maple leaves
Maple seeds Rhododendron Milkweed
Northern maidenhair fern Sweet gum tree leaves
Sweet gum seed pods
	
	

	
	Swamp Rose
	
	

	
	Virginia creeper
	
	

	Your Additional Research
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providing ecological services like
nutrient cyeling, the soil would soon
be depleted of nutrients and plants
could not grow.

Not only are these tiny leaf litter
animals valuable in creating good
woodland soil, they themselves
become food for ather forest animals.
In other words, they become part of
the forest food web. Salamanders,
turtles, and mice feed on earthworms
and insects, and they, in turn, are
ealen by birds or larger mammals.
Larvae (the immalure forms of
some insects) that are eaten by
forest birds also live in the leaf litter.
Together, these leaf litter microor-
ganisms and invertebrates, the sail

and decaylng plant matter in which
they live, the plants that grow in the
soil, and the larger animals living in
the forest all make up the woodland
ecasystemn. (An ecosystem is the sum
of all the living organisms in a par-
ticular enviranmentl and their inter-
actions with each other, as well as
with the physical environment
around them — the rocks, soil,
weather, and landscape.)

Each component of the ecosystem
has a role to play in the envinunnen.
Plants, algae and some bacteria are
producers, able to convert the sun's
energy into food — a process called





